
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2018 

How broad and deep is our love for God and others!  

 

The story of Brooklyn Park police officers witnessing a young man doing 

CPR on something they had hit with their car!   

 

We only need to love God in two ways—but how broad and deep those 

ways are!  We must love God completely with everything and love our 

neighbor as we love our very selves.    

 

Love can be simple, like making a phone call, sending a card, writing an 

email, or making a visit.   

 

Love can take a bit more work, like helping a sister or brother with chores, 

doing errands for someone, making a meal for those who are incapacitated, 

helping a local shelter.   

 

Love can take a lot of work, like being the first to say, “I’m sorry,” working 

to reconcile with someone who has hurt us, welcoming others into our 

neighborhood, or standing up when another human being is publicly 

ridiculed or discriminated against.  When we fail to love our neighbor, we 

feel regret or shame for what we have done and what we have failed to do.  

Moses tells us to hear and observe God’s statutes and commandments in 

order to grow, prosper and become the people God calls us to be.  How do 

we love you God?  By loving all your people, in word and in deed.   

 

If we can do small things, what greater things might come from us!   

 

God, our Lord, you love us so much that you became human and reached out 

to us, even when we had ignored your prophets.  You continue to reach out 

to us after the death of your Son.  Widen the space of our hearts to love you 

as generously, by the ways we love our sisters and brothers with the same 

love you show us.   

 

May this Holy Eucharist increase our Love for you and everyone as we are 

strengthened by your very Presence.    
 

     


